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First growth since April 2008, due to scrappage scheme
· New car registrations rose 2.4% in July to 157,149 units
· This was the first growth in 15 months, reflecting the positive impact of the scrappage incentive scheme. Registrations from private buyers and of small cars were up in July

· The market is still down almost 550,000 units over the past 12 months 
“The impact of the scrappage scheme is clear and we are encouraged by the positive impact it has had, increasing new car registrations for the first time since April 2008,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “Industry still faces a long road to recovery and we urge government to take action to sustain economic recovery through easing access to finance and credit and delivering the loan guarantees set out by the Automotive Assistance Programme.”
Change in monthly new car registrations, by sales type, April 2008 – July 2009
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Private Fleet

Business Total


Private - purchased by an individual for personal use, fleet - purchased by companies with a fleet of 25 or more vehicles, business - purchases made by companies with 24 or less vehicles 

	July
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	157,149
	61,673
	94,245
	1,231
	77,911
	72,014
	7,224

	2008
	153,420
	67,964
	83,977
	1,479
	58,402
	87,824
	7,194

	% change
	2.4%
	-9.3%
	12.2%
	-16.8%
	33.4%
	-18.0%
	0.4%

	Mkt share '09
	
	39.2%
	60.0%
	0.8%
	49.6%
	45.8%
	4.6%

	Mkt share '08
	
	44.3%
	54.7%
	1.0%
	38.1%
	57.2%
	4.7%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	1,082,104
	466,602
	608,558
	6,944
	507,314
	517,196
	57,594

	2008
	1,400,899
	604,321
	786,237
	10,341
	595,740
	717,125
	88,034

	% change
	-22.8%
	-22.8%
	-22.6%
	-32.8%
	-14.8%
	-27.9%
	-34.6%

	Mkt share '09
	
	43.1%
	56.2%
	0.6%
	46.9%
	47.8%
	5.3%

	Mkt share '08
	
	43.1%
	56.1%
	0.7%
	42.5%
	51.2%
	6.3%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	July
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	8,976
	
	1
	Fiesta
	66,980

	 
	2
	Focus
	7,934
	
	2
	Focus
	55,875

	 
	3
	Corsa
	5,920
	
	3
	Corsa
	49,545

	 
	4
	Astra
	5,705
	
	4
	Astra
	34,697

	 
	5
	Golf
	4,101
	
	5
	Golf
	29,992

	 
	6
	207
	3,957
	
	6
	207
	25,903

	 
	7
	Insignia
	3,340
	
	7
	Insignia
	22,664

	 
	8
	3 Series
	3,292
	
	8
	3 Series
	20,494

	 
	9
	i10
	3,084
	
	9
	MINI
	20,238

	 
	10
	Clio
	2,837
	 
	10
	A3
	20,001


Scrappage scheme aids recovery, but year-to-date volumes remain well down
· The scrappage scheme came into effect on 18 May and orders are now being translated into registrations, which is boosting the new car market with volumes up for the first time since April 2008. July’s modest 2.4% growth took the market to 157,149 units – 10.4% above our forecast for the month (of 142,300 units), but was still 10.1% below the average for July evident between 1999 and 2008, of 174,879 units.

· Registrations to private buyers were up for a second successive month, with a 33.4% gain recorded in July. Although the private market was weak last year, the 2009 total was the best for the month since 2004.

· Further positive effects of the scrappage scheme were also evident in growth in the small car sectors. Mini segment registrations more than trebled in July, from 2008, while supermini volumes rose 15.7% to account for 37.5% of all registrations.

· The Ford Fiesta has been the best selling model eight times in the last nine months. Hyundai, with the i10, was in the top ten for the first time ever during July. 

· Total new car registrations over the year-to-date remain down 22.8% or 318,795 units. Volumes over the past 12 months have dropped by 548,330 units, reflective of how much the recession has knocked demand. The market is expected to fall 14.4% to 1.825 million units this year and decline a further 5% in 2010 to 1.73 million units.
































































August 2009


The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


August 2009 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am 4 September 2009














Notes:


At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe’s largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 by Q1 2009 has been cut by 19% since 1997.


The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT website � HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications" ��www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.

















